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elcome Aboard

Congratulations on your choice of the finest ski boat available. MasterCrafi is the recognized world leader for inboard ski boaits
today and has been for 35 consecutive years. The quality, innovation, selection and value are unmaiched in the industry.

Plecse take a few minutes fo read this owners manual completely in addition to carefully reviewing the Operations and Maintenance
Manual that wos alse provided with your new boat, These publications will help answer most of the remaining questions you may have

about your new boat.

Every effort has been made to make this manval accurate. All information is based on the latest product information available

at the time of printing.

Because of our policy of continvous product improvement, we reserve the right to make changes at any time, without
notice, in specifications and models and also to discontinue models. The right is also reserved to change specifications,
parts or accessories at any time without incurring any obligation to equip the same on models manufactured before the

date of the change.

The continving accuracy of this manual cannot be guaranteed. The illustrations used in this manual are infended only
as representative reference views and may not depict actual model component parts. Information about certain on-
board components furnished by suppliers other than MasterCraft is provided separately. This information is available

from your dealer.




Purchasing a new
MasterCraft, MariStar or
X-Series boat has the added
benefit of automatic one-
year membership in the fun
that is Team MasterCraft.
And your membership will be
renewable in succeeding
years, too.

MNo other manufacturer offers
s0 much in terms of product,
customer service, an out-
standing dealer network and
just pure fun by keeping other
boat owners like you
informed in print and online,
and bringing you together in
social settings.

As a member of the exclusive
Team MasterCraft, you will
receive:
* A Team MasterCraft tee-
shirt.
A membership kit filled with
custom Team MasterCraft
items.
A persenalized membership
card and certificate.
A year's subscription to
STAR, the official
MasterCraft owners'
magazine.
You'll also be invited to
special events around the

country throughout the year.

Welcome to the Weo
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Among the national, regional and local
events about which you'll learn more and be
invited to attend are the Water Ski Pro Tour,
Regional Amateur Championships, and Mas-
terCraft Reunion events. At most of these,
you'll also be allowed into restricted areas
set aside for Team MasterCraft, with excellent
views of on-water events, and lots of
opportunities to compare notes with other Team
members, admire each others’ boats, compete
for prizes and have a wonderful time.

As sponsor of many events and a Pro Team
of skiers and wakeboarders, MasterCraft is
hands-on in the sport. You'll have
opportunities to meet, receive autographs
from and talk to some of the top stars. You'll
also take pride when you see MasterCraft
boats pulling events on television—and even
in the movies!

MasterCraft will also alert you to very
special events, such as Camp MasterCraft,
where “kids” of all ages attend to learn
mare about skiing and wakeboarding. You
can keep track of everything by logging on
to www.mastercraft.com, and checking out all
the exciting events going on around the
country for Team MasterCraft members!



The MasterCraft Design Process:
The Perfect Blending of Art and Science

Our engineers and designers have never been able to leave well enough
alone. Armed with true 3-D computer-aided design technology, they have a
design opproach that allows them to visualize and create every part of the
boat on the computer—the same way done in the automotive industry. Neo
other ski boat company even comes close to our technology—or to our
talent. it's the most advanced team in the business, and the fruits of its labor
are evident in every 2003
MasterCraft model.

But at MasterCraft, we're not
just designing better boats. We're
designing better ways to build
them. Today’s MasterCrafts are
built better, smarter and lighter.

Which means you have the most
durable, most carefree and
most reliable boat on the planet.

R,

The photographs on this page feature thet

MasterCraft ProTournament 190 and
ProTournament 197, demonstrating some !
of the power, grace and beauty of these -
special edition boats under the guidance |
of professional drivers. :




Even with the most advanced technology available, however,
\asterCraft will never replace an important step in the design: Hands-on
volvement. Our artisans use clay modeling, inspired by the autometive
dustry, to touch and feel every surface of the boat before it ever sees a
old. Changes are made overnight. And re-made over and over again
til every aspect of the ergonomics, styling and design is just right. When
verything is flawless, we build the part, carefully crafting each piece by
and. This careful blending of technology experience and intuition allows
, to reduce the time it takes to introduce innovations into our boats,
We’re proud of the balance we’ve achieved and of the resulis we're
etting. For example, parametric modeling and finite element analysis
llow us to create computerized images of each part long hefore we

vild it. We zero in to test stress levels and to perfect tolerances to the

st thousandth of an inch. The result is a boat that has minimum weight

nd maximum strength. A boat that s powerful, durable and seamless

om bow to stern.

he MasterCraft LifeMaster™
.onstruction Process

We use an exclusive process that we call LifeMaster™, an eight-step
roduction method that gives every MasterCraft strength and reliability
at ordinary boats cannot equal. We believe in this process so much that
e offer a limited lifetime warranty on every new MasterCraft. The
arranty is even fransferable to o second owner for up to five years,

tep 1: Superior Molds

The first step in the LifeMaster™ Process is our boat molds. Qur molds
e built to tighter tolerances than most boats, with steel reinforcement to
event flexing and to maintain precision. After every fourth use, molds
e hand-waxed with an industrial quality paste wax. This ensures a
irror-like gel coat finish and easy mold release, After 50 uses, every
old is sent back to the meld maintenance shop for a complete overhaul,
lowing vs to producce a boat with a superior finish. Also note that our
olds are green in color. Our molds used to be orange, but we discovered
at the green pigment was more environmentally friendly (no lead), so

e switched.

lep 2: Gel Coat

Boats are built from the outside in. The first layer to be applied to the
odel is our special Ultimate 8000™ necpentyl glycol /isophthalic 20 mil
| coat. Our skilled production team can control our gel coat to
lerances within .005" for optimum strength, gloss and resistance to
acking, fading, blistering and water and chemical damage. Most
anufacturers do net even have standards for gel coot thickness.

Some graphics are applied right in the gel coat, and this extra care
1ys off. New MasterCrafts come out of the mold with a gloss that looks
e they were just waxed and buffed.

lep 3: Hand-Laid Fiberglass

There are many ways of building boats, but the best way we have

und is to do it by hand. MasterCraft uses multiple layers of land-laid
sergloss for the hull and structural components. Three types of fiberglass
e used: matting, women roving and coremat. There are even two types
woven roving—biaxial stitched and triaxial stitched ctoth.

Why so many? Because the different types of fiberglass provide

ength in different directions. The result is a hull that resists the
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tremendous forces generated by running across the water at high speed and
taking tight turns.

Qur hand-laid method is superior to chopper-gun fiberglass application
because it ensures uniform strength and consistency throughout the boat, Chopper
guns can credte thin spots in the hull that are weak.

Step 4: Integral Monocoque™ Stringer System

MasterCraft uses no wood for structural compeonents. Over time, wood
weakens and rofs. MasterCraft pioneered the use of fiberglass stringers (or
hull bracing system) in ski boat construction.

All the way back in 1983, we developed an entirely new stringer system. The
exclusive Monocoque™ stringers, constructed of bi-directional fiberglass and
closed-cell foam, are precision built to aerospace tolerances, then fiberglassed
into the hull so that they become an integral part of the structure. It is as if the hull
and stringers are one single plece.

That means extra strength, more stability, and a great feel for the driver.

Step 5: Floor Liner

The fiberglass floor liner, another hull component that adds strength, is chemically
bonded with GlasslLock to the hull and stringers, under tons of pressure, The result is
a bond that is stronger than the fiberglass itself, proven far superior to mechanical
bonds that other companies use.

Then, 3/8" AnchorLOK reinforcement steel plates are laminated into the huli to
provide rigid mounting points for the engine, ski pylon, rear lifting rings and the
swim platform. Many boat companies mount the engine and other components
directly into fiberglass or wood, resulting in stress cracking and inevitable failure.

Step 6: Foam Flotation

After the floor liner is in place, pressurized closed-cell flotation is injected into
the spaces between the hull and floor liner to produce a solid, rigid, one-piece
structure. Foam alse deadens noise and provides positive flotation for the boat,
which is an added safety feature.

Coast Guard regulations do not require foam in hoats over 20-feet in length,
but all MasterCraft models feature foam.

Step 7: Composite Floor

Panels/Drive Train Covers

The next step in the process is to install floors made of composite materials in
the hull of the boat to cover the drive train. These units are both strong and
lightwelight. Unlike wood, they will never warp or rot. This is critical because carpet
can absorb water and hold it, causing wood floor panels to start deterierating
long before the rest of the boat.

Step 8: Bonding Deck and Hull

The final step in the LifeMaster™ process is to bond the deck and hull together.
The deck is mechanically bonded to the hull with silicone and fasteners for
strength, water tightness and durability.

Some companies simply use fasteners to bond the deck and hull together. This
can create stress points in the fiberglass. Others use fiberglass to seal the joint, but
this can cause problems if there is ever a need to remove the deck for a major
repair.

Our system uses stainless steel fasteners that are anchored into a high density
polyethylene DuraBak backing strip. This takes the pressure off the fiberglass and
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ovides a bond that is exceptionally
rong—but can be taken apart if there
ever the need for a major repair.

mall Fiberglass Parts
Like the hull of the boat, all small
serglass components, such as trailer
nders and motor boxes are
nstructed of hand-laid fiberglass for
rength. A separate manufacturing line
dedicated to these components.

Putting the Pieces
Together

Rigging

On the rigging line, all interior components such as engines, fuel tanks, carpet,
upholstery and finish details are hand-installed by skilled craftspeople. Every
MasterCraft comes pre-wired for all available options and has a moisture-proof
wiring harness.

The order of installation has been carefully choreographed so that parts are never
in the way of workers and therefore do not get damaged.

lasterCraft Marine Power Engines By Indmar

The standard engine for 2003 is the Predator, a Vortec 5.7-liter V-8 engine with electronic throttle-hody fuel injection. One ride
akes it clear how it got its name. For those who want even more power, however, there is also the optienal 5.7 -liter MCX™. This 350-
rsepower ski-specific, multi-port EFI V-8 is Vortec-based and features an exclusive MasterCraft/Indmar fuel delivery system with an
ongated, ski-tuned plenum. It produces jump-up acceleration and an astenishingly broad, flat torque curve all the way fo wide-
yen-throttle. And the big daddy, the new Vortec L18 HO 8.1-fiter V-8 with 496 cubic inches puts out & whopping 450 horsepower.
Our exclusive EFI Management System™ controls all our engines in three key areas: fuel, spark and air. This system constantly
snitors more than 30 engine factors to caleulate the optimum performance under any load, in any condition and at any altitude. We
ogram each electronic control module (ECM) to pinpoint the optimal RPMs, fuel quality and coolant temperature needed ta give

ich engine medel maximum skiability. If there’s a problem the ECM reacts within microseconds to correct it or to prevent any further
image to the engine.

That is what makes our engines smarter. But they are tougher, too, because of extra quality steps ke a waterproof ECM, o seven-
:p paint process, precision machining of components and crankshaft-driven water pumps. And don’t forget, MasterCraft engines

me with a three-year warranty.

But we couldn’t talk about engines this year and forget the award-winning Cadillac® Narthstar®, which cranks out tons of torque ot
ery speed from idle to full-throttle. However, its torque release is biased toward mid-range situations. This engine has power

actly where the skier wants it.

Limp-home mode shuts down individual cylinders if the engine ever loses coolant. Each Northstar® engine comes standard with a
sed cooling system and is mated to MasterCraft's famous 1.5:1 PowerSlot transmission.

It's fitting that MasterCraft would team up with Cadillac®. And that, of all the boat manufacturers in the world, Cadillac® would
oose to align irself with MasterCraft and Indmar.
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Upholstery

MasterCraft produces its own custom upholstery using multiple layers of high density CelMaster™ foam, rotocast polyethylene
frames and backs (insfead of wood), premium vinyl and triple stitching.

MasterCraft uses the highest grade marine vinyl with more than double the surface weight and 20% more tear-resistance than viny!
used on other boats. It is treated with mildew inhibitors and UV-protected triple stitching combined with reinforced backing and
heavy-duty UV-protected thread keeps the upholstery together. It has been rigidly tested under all sorts of circumstances to make
sure It keeps its color and does not crack, even after years of use. In some places, the vinyl is foam-backed so that it gives a more
defined curve around edges and provides a more tailored look.

Our upholsterers are experienced craftspeople. Some have more than 20 years of upholstery experience. And every metal
component on a MasterCraft is efther stainless steel or other non-corrosive material. Even upholstery staples are marine grade
stainless steel. Upholstery has a cne-year warranty.

Lake Testing

Every MasterCraft that comes off our assembly line must pass o 30-peint quality assurance on-the-water test, A TECH1 analyzer is
used to check for engine anomalies and to calibrate all gauges. Steps are taken to resolve any issues before the boat can be ’
prepped for shipment,

Final Finish

Although our Ultimate 8000™ gel coat has remarkable luster on its own, every new MasterCraft Is carefully cleaned and mirror-
glazed before it is loaded.

Many of our new owners show up to see their new boat unloaded off the truck, and we want to make sure that it 1s love at first
sight! Our boats are alse shrink-wrapped to keep them clean and carefully loaded onto our own trailers for delivery.

Custom Trailers

MasterCraft trailers are custom-made to precisely fit our ski boats. They are made of tubular steel for strength, with steel
reinforcad fiberglass fenders.

Trailers are carefully prepped after they are welded together because we think the finish on the trailers is as important as the
finish on the boat. All trailers have a two-part polyurethane point system for a lasting finish. The paint is matched to the base color of
the boat.

Here are some other important trailer features:

Radial tires with custom MasterCraff aluminum rims. Standord disc brakes on all trailers.

Tandem axle trailers get disc brakes on both axles. Standard Bearing Buddy for lenger life, less maintenance,
EZ lLoad system makes it easier fo get the boat ouf of the water. Coiled covered safely cables instead of chains.

Guide bars, Waterproof lights.
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FUEL TANK FILLER
BLOWER EXHAUST

SWIM PLATFORM

STERN LIGHT RECEPTACLE
STORAGE UNDER SUN PAD

ENGINE COMPARTMENT
THROTTLE/SHIFT CONTROL
INSTRUMENT PANEL

BOW LIGHT

GLOVE BOX

BATTERY (UNDER SEAT)

FIRE EXTINGUISHER (BEHIND SEAT)
DRAIN PLUG
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